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Cotswolds Broadband
The average broadband speed available to residents and businesses in West Oxfordshire is 4.4Mbps, compared with a national 
average of over 12Mbps. With a high density of small businesses and homeworkers in the area and an increasing number of rural 
business parks, the concern is that the disparity between town and rural infrastructure will only get worse.

Cotswolds Broadband (CBB) is working to deliver a long term sustainable communications infrastructure for households and 
businesses, so that they face no disadvantage from living and working in rural West Oxfordshire. Our principal source of funding 
is private investor capital, raised under the Enterprise Investment Scheme.

Essex County Council
Broadband provision across Essex today contains huge variations in connectivity ranging from superfast to “not-spots”  with no 
connectivity at all.  Essex County Council’s Next Generation Access (NGA) programme aims to ensure the county maximises its 
full potential for ubiquitous network coverage to support economic growth, effective public service delivery and transformation 
and to embrace future communications technologies for the benefit of our residents and businesses.

Superfast Essex is unique in that it bridges the gaps between private networks, public sector networks and the digital interface 
from all end-users The programme has embarked on an extensive community engagement programme which has covered over 
120 parishes and communities in the last six months and had over 12,000 responses to our online survey. 

Emtelle
In 2011 Emtelle embarked on a challenge to support deployment of FTTx networks to the 10% of the population where the BDUK 
programme fails to reach outlying, usually rural, regions. By developing a portfolio of cost-effective passive fibre products which 
could be easily deployed with minimal training and small capital expenditure, Emtelle is working with regional altnets to develop 
commercial businesses to deliver superfast (25MBits+) FTTx networks.

B4RN (Broadband for the Rural North) decided to partner with Emtelle for its requirements for passive network components, and 
jointly worked on an initial plan for FibreFlow deployment. Since inception, B4RN has relied upon Emtelle’s global experience of 
FTTH network deployment and now both companies are seen as pioneering champions of remote rural FTTH network deployment 
in UK. To date (August 2013) B4RN has dug in and blown in excess of 200 kms duct and their team of volunteers now perform 
all their own fibre blowing, splicing and termination independently.

Tove Valley
Providing access to superfast broadband for all homes and businesses by 2017 is the ultimate ambition for Northamptonshire. 
The Northamptonshire Next Generation Strategy provides the framework to achieve this and is the first of its kind nationally to 
promote a cohesive Strategy to the wider market.

Abthorpe Broadband Association (ABbA) is a not-for-profit company providing a broadband service to the villages of Abthorpe, 
Slapton, Wappenham, Lois Weedon, Weston and surrounding more isolated properties and hamlets.  The Tove Valley project was 
one of first local community projects in the UK to receive approval in principle to receive funding under the RCBF.

Village Networks
The challenge for Steeple Claydon was the same as that facing every other non-urban community: how to get proper broadband, 
and how to get it quickly, on a budget.  In 2002 the residents founded Village Networks Ltd - the founders each contributing a 
small amount of start-up money.  They built, at minimal cost, a 5GHz wireless network, linked to a fibre backbone some ten miles 
away.

Now, a decade later, Village Networks is a viable, steadily-growing, stand-alone business. It demonstrates daily how wireless – 
especially when teamed with fibre - is a fast and affordable way to deliver broadband to any community, particularly those in 
hard-to-reach places.


